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Our TBD third-grade students 
enjoyed a walking trip to our 
Borough Hall. While visiting with 
Mayor Kramer, the students 
learned about the role of the Old 
Tappan Mayor, as well as the 
responsibilites of the Old Tappan 
Councilmembers. During the 
presentation, students asked 

questions based on their 
classroom learning about local 
government. Prior to their trip, 
students studied about local 
government structures and the 
ways in which officials serve our 
community.  While in Borough 
Hall, the students visited the 
various rooms of the building.     

Learning about Local Government

TRAVEL QUARANTINE GUIDELINES: UPDATED 

The CDC updated its guidelines regarding international travel. 
Starting November 8, students who travel 
internationally will not be required to quarantine 
following their return to the United States. The United 
States is requiring a negative Covid-19 test to re-enter 
the US (from any international destination), so 
quarantine will not be required. 

Students are not required to quarantine from domestic travel. 

We still ask for families to monitor their child(ren) for 
symptoms upon their return and quarantine if symptoms arise. 
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Honoring Our 
Heroic Veterans  
Students appreciated the words 
shared by the visiting Wounded 
Warrior representative. They 
learned about service 
experiences in the military; 
what it means to be a veteran; 
and the regarded values of 
courage, loyalty, and integrity. 
Two middle school brothers 
worked together to fundraise 
outside of school in order to 
bring this Wounded Warrior 
Assembly to their peers. The 
boys’ heartwarming efforts were 
meaningful to and educational 
for the student body. 
WOUNDED WARRIOR ASSEMBLY
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
AWARENESS 
Middle schoolers recognize the 
importance of preserving the 
environment. They also 
recognize the many benefits 
that our natural envionement 
affords us.  

RECYCLING CHALLENGE
Our students are learning 
about the reycling process of 
plastics. At TBD, fourth-grade 
students collect and sort 
classroom recyclables once a 
week. In CDW, students are 
learning that, with some effort 
in communities, recyclable 
items could be manufactured 
for re-sale. Learning about the 
multiple steps to sustainabilty 
processes, CDW students are 
doing their part by collecting, 
weighing, and recycling plastic 
film for additional uses. 

continued on page 3

CDW STEM LAB IN ACTION                    
Our students are applying the 
steps of the design and 
engineering process to their 
own work in the STEM Lab. 
They have learned to define the 

problem; conduct research; 
brainstorm, evaluate, and 
select a solution; develop a 
prototype; test the protoype; 
and make a final determination. 
about the engineered design. 

Desgining with Recyclables

DETERMINING THE 
EFFECTS OF PRESSURE

SORTING CLASSROOM 
RECYCLABLES

LOGGING WEIGHTS OF 
RECYCLABLE PLASTIC

PROMOTING MESSAGES OF  
SUSTAINABILITY FOR YOUTH

Roller Coaster Design Process in the STEM Lab, Grade 8 students 



WANT TO 
PARTICIPATE?  

We would love to hear  
parents’ thoughts and input 
at our next District-Based 
Planning Team Meeting.  

Consider attending either 
session in the Board Office. 
The conversation is casual, 

informal, and friendly.   

Join Us… 

1/19 

1:00 PM  
or 

7:00 PM

DESIGNING WITH RECYCLABLESGROWTH 

The TBD faculty and staff 
enjoyed learning sessions 
that addressed Safety 
Care training for aides to 
learn how to manage 
challenging student 
behaviors. Teachers 
participated in dyslexia 
training to identify, 
remediate, and assess 
word-level reading 
difficulties.  

The CDW faculty and 
staff reviewed their 
Response-to-Intervention 
(RTI) model for struggling 
learners at all middle 
school grade levels. 
Teachers also learned 
about modifications for 
emerging English learners  
from our ESL Teacher. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Using this design process, the STEM students are engaging in their 
work with recyclables. Consumable materials are used to experiment 
and build. Augmenting their grade-level science and mathematics 
learning, sudents are exploring related and applied concepts in STEM. 
Working collaboratively and independently, students are learning about 
geometric shapes and patterns. Scientifically, students are learning 
about height, weight, pressure, force, gravity, potential energy, and 
kinetic energy, and conceptual relatability. Learning from experimental 
mishaps, students hone their technical thinking and ideas. 

FACULTY AND STAFF THRIVE AS 
PROFESSIONAL LEARNERS

Teachers review curriculum standards and 
discuss the pacing of learning.

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:
The autumn season is filled with changes — changing colors and changing temperatures. In schools, faculty, staff, and students embrace change — the only constant and our means to betterment.  

Whether searching for new school ideas, rethinking elementary and middle school programming, or assessing student initiatives, we strive to make our schools better tomorrow than they were yesterday.   
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family!   

- Danielle M. Da Giau, Ed.D. 

This year, more so than in previous years, our faculty and staff took 
some time during our November Professional Development Day to 
reflect on the many hats that we have chosen to wear and that we have 
been expected to don, given circumstances over the recent past. As a 
faculty and staff, we celebrated our masterful balance of increased 
expectations and continuity of care for learners.  
Faculty and staff members engaged in learning 
that ranged from academic training, behavior  
management, wellness training, cybersecurity  
training, and curriculum planning. The day was  
                 filled with learning and fun, including  
	     a competitive game of school trivia! 


